our piece.8 A technical peculiarity of the New York torso not previously interpreted provides a key to its function: while the surface of the obverse is highly polished, numerous traces of the rasp remain on the unpolished flanks and reverse.9 The statue was evidently carved to be placed in a niche.
The last point, together with the fact that the torso cannot be traced as a precise copy of any identified Greek work, recalls the bronze youth from Pompeii, whose eclectic nature is generally recognized and whose classification as an original Roman work is accepted.Io The idea that the New York torso may belong to the same category is confirmed by a closer examination. 16. E. La Rocca, who checked the break, believes that the head is genuine and belongs to the body. the Metropolitan Museum. Thus all three sculptures
